English
Remember that in terms of the law, the Police must assist you in whatever
manner stipulated in the Court Order, for example with the collection of
personal belongings, your ID document, children’s books or clothes, etc.
If you find that the Police Officer is unhelpful and refuses to cooperate in
terms of the Order, you may report this to the Independent Complaints
Directorate.

What is domestic violence?
• physical abuse

• harassment

• sexual abuse

•

•

• damage to
property or
other
personal
assets

Also note that it is not the duty of the Police to assist you with the removal of furniture,
computers, crockery, etc.

What is the Return date?
The return date is the date set to allow the Court an opportunity to hear the
Respondent before the Interim Protection Order is made final.

What happens on the Return date?
In the presence of the Complainant, the Respondent has the opportunity to present
his side of the story to the Magistrate. The Respondent may file an opposing Affidavit
or request an opportunity to file an opposing Affidavit. These papers will be served
on you. You will then be given an opportunity to file a reply.

Will the Respondent be arrested with the Protection Order?
The Respondent will not be arrested upon service of the Protection Order. It is only
upon a breach of the terms of the order that the Respondent may be arrested.

emotional,
verbal and
psychological
abuse

stalking or entry into
the complainant’s
residence without
consent, where the
parties do not share
the same residence

What is Contempt of Court?
This is when the Respondent has failed to appear in Court after he has been
properly served with the interim protection order notice.

• economic abuse

What is a breach of the Protection Order?
This is when the Respondent fails to comply with the terms of the Order, e.g. when
he repeats the abusive behaviour that, according to the Protection Order served,
he has been prohibited from committing.

• intimidation
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Both men and women can be guilty of,
and be victims of domestic violence.

•

any other controlling
or abusive
behaviour towards
a complainant ,
where such conduct
harms, or may cause
imminent harm to,
the safety, health
or wellbeing of the
complainant
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